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2012 Farm Family of the Year
Nomination Guidelines
Nominations must be submitted by February 24, 2012


Purpose
Benton County has depended on our dark, fertile soil for many generations to provide economic vitality in our community. We want to honor this important culture and encourage the advancement of local agriculture, so that it may continue to be a driving force in our community’s success.

In conjunction with National Ag Week, Benton Community Foundation will be recognizing and celebrating agriculture in our community through the event, A Toast to Agriculture. During the evening’s program, on March 9, we will recognize the 2012 Benton Community Farm Family of the Year. The recipient family will be selected by demonstrating excellence in the following categories:
· Strong family involvement in all phases of farm management and production
· Innovative farming techniques that will enable future success
· Engagement in the community through volunteerism and financial support to community and agriculture-related organizations

Eligibility
The award will be given to a family (a family is considered a principal and his/her immediate family, including dependent children) who have been actively engaged in production agriculture for a minimum of three years and who derive the majority of their income from the farm operation. Nominees must have their primary residence in the Benton Community School Corporation district. The family must display community engagement through volunteer participation and financial support of local nonprofit organizations. Participation in local, state, or national agriculture-related organizations is also favored. Benton Community Foundation Board members and their immediate family members are not eligible for this award.

The selected family must be available to attend A Toast to Agriculture on Friday, March 9, 2012, at the Benton County Country Club in Fowler, Indiana. Nomination forms must be submitted to the Benton Community Foundation no later than February 24, 2012. 

Nomination Process
Any individual may nominate a family for this award by completing the nomination form, based on their knowledge of the family’s farming operation and community engagement. It is recommended that you request permission from the family prior to completing the nomination form and use their input to verify the accuracy of your responses. Nominations must be received by February 24, 2012, to be considered for the award.  

Selection Process
[bookmark: _GoBack]Benton Community Foundation will designate a volunteer committee of community members to review and select the Benton Community Farm Family of the Year. The winner will be notified prior to A Toast to Agriculture. Winner must be available to attend the event at the Benton County Country Club on the evening of March 9, 2012, to accept their award. 
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2012 Farm Family of the Year
Nomination Form
Nominations must be submitted by February 24, 2012


Nominee Information
	Name(s)
	

	Please include principal and immediate family members, including dependent children.

	Street Address
	

	City, State, Zip
	

	Telephone
	



	How long has this family been actively engaged in farming?
	




Your Information
	Name
	

	Street Address
	

	City, State, Zip
	

	Telephone
	

	Relationship to Nominee
	





Nominations must be received (not postmarked) by Friday, February 24th, 2012. Submit completed forms to:

Benton Community Foundation
(Located in the Demeter Building at 98 S 100 E, Fowler)
PO Box 351
Fowler, IN  47944
Email: ashley@bentoncf.org
Fax: 765.884.8023





PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS, USING ONLY ONE PAGE FOR YOUR COMBINED RESPONSES.

Describe this family’s farm operation, including the type of crops and/or livestock they produce.









How is this family evolving their farm operation to ensure long-term vitality in the agriculture industry?









List all community and agriculture-related organizations that this family supports. Include any leadership/volunteer roles and those organizations that they support financially (do not include amounts). 










Why do you believe this family should be named the 2012 Benton Community Farm Family of the Year? 
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